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Ts de Oeomvevole coins Actos “eo'ley apso'los. PuocrL, 
Beft is that wifdom, which from Heay’n defcends. 








‘Tue accuftomed day of the publica- 
tion of this Paper having fallen on the feftival of 
CuristMas, I will endeavour to amufe my Readers 
with an enigma fuited tothe occafion. And I can- 
not but recommend it to all Mafters and Miftreffes 
of families to ufe it as a trial of the ingenuity of the 
young ladies and gentlemen under their care, and to 
prefent thofe, who are foremoft in difcovering the 
anfwer, with a fet of THz Country Spscrarors. 





Iam by birth a Jew. The wra of my nativity 


cannot be accurately afcertained, as I was not pro- 
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duced at once, but by continual accretions of mat- 
ter, till at length I aflumed my prefent form and 
magnitude. It may be fufficient to obferve, that 
I number above three thoufand years fince the firft 
appearance of any part of me on earth. 1 was fent 
into the world to be the guide and monitor of the 
nation, amongft whom I had my origin; but fo 
little were my precepts regarded, that THE Berna, 
from whofe Spirit 1am an emanation, incenfed at 
the perverfe conduct of my countrymen, condemn- 







































ed them to a captivity of feventy years under a fo- 
During their refidence in his ter- 
ritory, they infenfibly loft the ufe of the Hebrew 
tongue, and learnt the Chaldee, the language of 
their conquerors. At the expiration, therefore, of 
the term of their captivity, when they had refolved 
in future to be more obedient to my commands, 
they were unable to difcover the duties, which I 
enjoined : accordingly, Interpreters were employed ; 
a racé of men, from whom I have fuffered greater 
wrongs, than from any other. There, inftead of de- 
livering to the people the plain precepts, which I 


rel gn potentate. 


had jaid down to them, buried my meaning in vo- 
luminous comments, which few had leifure to con- 
fult or talents to underitand, or elfe fuperfeded my 
written laws by oral tradition, which foon loft all 
refemblance of its original. 


In the courfe of a few centuries from the cele- 
brated Captivity, 1 was for the convenience of a 
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Macedonian * colony, who fettled at Alexandria, taught 
the Greek language. I had ever been confulted by 
Philofophers and fages, as an oracle of wifdom, 
The ancients are fuppofed to have derived from me 
much of their mythology ; and fome have imagined 
that the Platonic and Ariffotedian fyftems are indebted 
for a great part of their excellence to my communi- 
cations. But after 1 was rendered more generally 
intelligible, my words were quoted by the learned 
of every nation: anda Greek Critic, in particular, 
who lived feveral centuries after the epocha of my 


being taught a new tongue, commends the fimple 
fublimity of my language in the moft animated ftrains 


of approbation. 


Hitherto, however, I had acted in a more con- 
fined fphere, than that, in which at my birth I was 
deftined one day tomeve. The time was now at 
hand, in which I was to aflume augmented impor- 
tance, and to rule mankind with extended {way. 
The event, that occafioned this increafe of my dig- 
nity, was my union with a Chrijlian, who had from 
the earlieft periods been fated to be my confort; an 
event, which may be faid to have been accomplifh- 
ed exactly one thoufand feven hundred and ninety- 
two years from the prefent day. Among my other 
endowments I had been gifted with that of prophe- 
cy; and I had predicted concerning my future com- 
panion, that fhe would be amiable, benevolent, of 


a forgiving temper, and renowned for her wifdom ; 
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that fhe would unfold to mankind truths, of which 
they were as yet in utter ignorance, and that fhe 
would teach them the practice of fuch virtues, as 
would exalt human nature to the excellence of THE 
Divinity. Thefe predictions were fully verified ; 
and yet, ftrange as it may feem, the world received 
her with coolnefs or averfion ; the rich and the great 
were difgufted with the humility of her appearance ; 
whilft many could not endure to liften patiently toa 
monitor, who told them freely of their vices and fol- 
lies, and who prefented to them a lively picture of 
the woes and horrors, which threatened their de- 
pravity. 


By degrees, however, fhe gained the refpect due 
to her virtues ; and I now came to be confidered as 
the great director of the human conduct. My in- 
fluence was gradually extended over a large part of 
the earth; and all, who regarded their prefent_ or 
future happinefs, willingly obeyed my dictates. 
But eminence of fituation naturally leads to calumny 
and abufe. As my fame increafed and men became 
converts to the doctrines, which I inculcated, I was 
made the fubject of diffenfions and animofities 
among thofe, who pretending to be a@uated bya 
zeal for my honour, were the flaves of ambition, 
hypocrify and pride. My words, tho’ I almoft al- 
ways addrefied myfelf to people of common intel- 
lects, were generally mifconftrued. Philofo- 
phers would diftort my meaning to the fupport of 
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their theories ; logicians perplexed me by their fub- 
tilties and refinements ; and myftics perpetually en- 
deavoured to cloud me with the obfcurity of their 
own vifionary ideas: I was again harraffed by a hoft 
of commentators, who exerted all their ingenuity to 
involve me in darknefs, and by a crowd of Critics, 
who under the mafk of impartiality compelled me 
to be fubfervient to their fordid defigns. 


By this time I had attained the knowledge of va- 
rious tongues ; and I was accufed of uttering different 
fentiments, according to the different languages, 
which I ufed. This mifreprefentation arofe from 
the carelefnefs, ignorance, or wilful fraud of my In- 
terpreters ; who would often fupprefs my meaning, 
when it-was adverfe to the principles of the fect, to 
which they themfelves belonged, and would put into 
my mouth abfurd declarations, by which they de- 
fended their own religious tenets. Amid{t thefe 
difputes, Councils and Convocations interpofed their 
authority ; yet even thefe were fometimes blinded 
by prejudice, and, in fome inftances, were actuated 
by motives of fear or advantage. The Church, 
however, affured mankind that :¢ alone was capable 
of explaining my precepts ; and as it ufed more ter- 
rible inftruments of conviction than fimple argument 
and plain reafoning, all were willing to concede to 
the Church the fole right of expounding the lef- 
fons, which I taught and enforced. A long period 
of darknefs enfued; and it was evident from the 
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practices of thofe, who profeffled to be my advocates 
and to underftand my doctrines, that they regarded 
only their own aggrandifement, and would gladly 
facrifice me to their unruly paffions. 


The time of my arrival in Britain cannot be af- 
certained. Suffice it to obferve, that there are few 
countries, in which I have fuffered greater hard. 
fhips, or in which I have experienced a greater va- 
riety of fortune. About two centuries and a half 
from the prefent zra, the world began to emerge 
from the gloom of fuperftition, and an important 
reformation was effected in the opinions of mankind. 
At this period I had never been taught the Englifh 
tongue, and confequently I was little underftood by 
the body of the people. It was propofed, therefore, 
by fome friends to the increafe of moral and religi- 
ous knowledge, that I fhould be rendered intelligible 
to the muititude, in order that they might be able to 
judge for themfelves and be benefited by my admo- 
nitions ; but it was argued on the other hand by thofe, 
whofe intereft it was to keep the people in darknefs 
and ignorance, that | was a dangerous ‘inmate to 
the unlearned and fimple, and that it would tend 
much to the happinefs of mankind, if I were {till 


to addrefs them ina language, which they did not 
underftand. 


Thefe arguments, with all their abfurdity, would, 
probably, have prevailed, had not a few good men 
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boldly pleaded my caufe, and precured an edict 
that I fhould be taught the Engi language. Still 
however, I had many difficulties to contend with. 
One * of my enemies, unable to prevent the decree, 
propofed, that I fhould continue to {peak certain /ig- 
nificant words in Latin; and tho’ his propofal was 
rejected, my advocates could not obtain me permif- 
fion to converfe freely with the Poor, to whom I 
was always particularly attached; but I was fill 
fuftered to be the aflociate of the rich and great alone, 
or of that body of men, who, in fpite of their zealous 
profeflions, were moft hoftile to my welfare. I was, 
therefore, chained down in Churches, left I fhould 
influence the opinions of the people; or if I was 
admitted into private houfes, it was ftipulated, that 
I fhould be confulted with the utmoft caution and 
' warinefs. 


Scarcely had I furmounted thefe obftacles, by be. 
ing allowed to converfe with all, who folicited my 
acquaintance, than 1 had to combat a numerous 
clafs of men, who began to call in queftion the 
legitimacy of my birth. Moft of thefe perfons were 
remarkable for an affectation of fingularity, for ex. 
alted ideas of their own wifdom, or for the rancour 
and malignity of their hearts. ‘They, therefore, af- 
failed me with the fhafts of ridicule, and cxerted all 
their intereft and talents to bring me into contempr ; 


but the mifchicf, which they meditated, always re 
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coiled on themfelves, and their names are either for- 
gotten, or are remembered with abhorrence. 


Thus, have I traced my exiftence to the prefent 
moment. And can it be imagined, that after vic- 
tories fo often repeated and fo many trials of my vir- 
tue, I fhould fail to attract general regard? Yes! 
In an age, in which my merits are acknowledged, 
I am frequently doomed to negle&. Tho’ I am in- 
troduced into all families, 1am employed chiefly in 
keeping a regifter of births and baptifms, or in 
teaching children the rudiments of language : fome- 


times indeed, I am confulted in the hour of ficknefs; 
but I am generally difmiffed with the Phyfician ! 


Whoever is a well-wifher to the happinefs of man- 
kind, will gladly feize an opportunity of pleading my 
caufe. He will tell the lovers of truth, that I was 
never convicted of a falfhood; he will affure the 
forrowful and afflicted, that I will give them reft ; 
and he will remind the vain, the proud and the 
conceited, that a certain fublime * Genius engaged 


me as the companion of his travels, and pronounced 
me the beft of my {pecies. 


U. 


To the Public, 


Notes to the references will be given in the next N°. 


The pamphiet addrefled to the Country SPECTATOR ‘came 
to hand whilff this N°. was in the prefs, 








